
OUTLINE – PUBLISHING YOUR STORY COLLECTION 
 
PANEL DESCRIPTION: 
Finding a publisher for a collection of short stories continues to be a daunting task. Five 
prize-winning authors lead a discussion detailing their journeys to publishing their first 
books. They will talk about how they landed their first publications, how they developed 
and shaped their short story collections, how they began to look for publishers, and 
other related topics such as submitting fiction to journals and national contests, querying 
agents, and overcoming rejection. 
 
1. The moderator will introduce each of the panelists and provide some information 
about their background. 
 
2. The moderator will then ask the following questions and raise the following discussion 
topics: 
 
• Could you please share with us your approach to writing a short story and/or your 

writing practice in general? 
 
• How long did it take you to write your collection? The choice and order of the stories, 

what determined that? 
 
• Was finding a publisher for your collection easy or difficult? Did you submit your 

collection to agents or did you just enter contests? If you submitted your collection to 
contests, how many times did you submit your collection before it was selected as a 
winner? Did the collection change and evolve over time? 
 

• Most writers face rejection at various points in their careers. Can you talk about 
strategies you’ve used to help you deal with rejection along the way? 

 
• How have Covid and the pandemic impacted your writing? Have you been more or 

less productive than you are normally? What projects are you currently working on? 
 
• If you knew twenty years ago what you know now about the publishing industry, 

would you still be writing fiction? If there’s one piece of advice you’d give to an 
aspiring short-story writer, what would that be? 

 
3. Time permitting, we will then take questions from the audience. 


