
AWP EVENT OUTLINE: Saturnalia Books 20th Anniversary Reading


Event Organizer & Moderator:


Timothy Liu is the author of twelve books of poems, most recently Let 
It Ride. His journals and papers are archived in the Berg Collection at 
the New York Public Library. This fall, he will be joining the creative 
writing faculty at SUNY New Paltz as well as teaching a course on 
Asian-American Literature at Vassar College.


Event Participants


Kayleb Rae Candrilli is the recipient of a Whiting Award and a 
National Endowment of the Arts Fellowship. They are the author of 
Water I Won’t Touch, All the Gay Saints, and What Runs Over.


Diamond Forde is a Tin House and Callaloo fellow whose work has 
appeared in Ninth Letter, Tupelo Quarterly, The Offing and more. She 
is a recipient of the Margaret Walker prize, a finalist for the GA Poetry 
Prize, and her debut book, Mother Body, was published by Saturnalia 
Books last spring.


Robert Ostrom is the author of Sandhour, Ritual and Bit and The 
Youngest Butcher in Illinois. He lives in Ridgewood, New York and 
teaches at New York City College of Technology.


Catherine Pierce is the author of four Saturnalia books, most recently 
Danger Days (2020). Her work has appeared in The Best American 
Poetry, The New York Times, American Poetry Review, The Nation 
and elsewhere. An NEA Fellow and two-time Pushcart Prize winner, 
she is Professor of English at Mississippi State University, where she 
co-directs the creative writing program.




Welcome to the Saturnalia Books 20th Anniversary Reading. A few 
reminders before we begin: • For those needing or wishing to follow 
along to a written text, please let the moderator of this panel or any 
staff member of Saturnalia Books know, and a printed copy will be 
delivered to you. 


Please make sure that spaces marked for wheelchairs remain clear of 
chairs or other barriers. • Treat service animals as working animals 
and do not attempt to distract or pet them. • Be aware of those with 
chemical sensitivities and refrain from wearing scented products. • 
Please be aware that your fellow attendees may have invisible 
disabilities. Do not question anyone’s use of an accommodation while 
at the conference, including for chairs reserved for those with 
disabilities.


Saturnalia Books makes its home in Philadelphia and is celebrating 
its 20th Anniversary in 2022. Editor and Publisher Timothy Liu will 
moderate this celebratory reading to include the following Saturnalia 
poets: Kayleb Rae Candrilli, Diamond Forde, Robert Ostrom and 
Catherine Pierce. This diverse lineup from our eclectic list is inclusive 
of African-American, Asian-American, and LGBTQ communities as 
well as the current Mississippi State Poet Laureate.


In 2002, poet Henry Israeli wanted to provide an edgy alternative to 
traditional public narratives around poetry and visual art. Poets were 
pushing the boundaries of style and form, but they needed a 
publisher who was willing to balance the personal and political with 
the innovative and experimental. Our mission is to publish poetry of 
high merit by new and established writers and to encourage the 
publication of literature of a non-commercial and challenging nature.


In the spirit of celebration, each reader will begin by reading a 
selection or two from the Saturnalia Books 20th Anniversary 
Anthology, Lords of Misrule, edited by Founding Editor and Publisher 
Henry Israeli and Managing Editor Rebecca Lauren. Each reader will 
consider how their own work published by the press subsequently 
informs the poems that are writing now, perhaps sharing a new poem 
or two, perhaps discussing the importance of a shared community.




After each poet reads for 10-12 minutes, a Q & A will follow. Possible 
questions might include:


1) What has it been like living and writing inside the pandemic?

2) What are your responsibilities as a college professor and/or a 

State Poet Laureate?

3) What are some recently published books of poems that you’re 

simply wild about?

4) Which independent presses of poetry are your go-to’s and what 

have they been publishing?

5) What made you decide to send your book to Saturnalia Books?

6) In what ways are equity, justice, and diversity at the forefront of 

your mind?


