Event Title:

Arab American Caucus

Event Description: 

This will be a town-hall style meeting, creating a much needed space for SWANA writers to build and connect within AWP. We invite established and emerging writers, editors, students, scholars, and organizers, and aim for the caucus to facilitate networking and exchange on Arab American literary endeavors, craft, publishing, poetics, and praxis. Our caucus seeks to empower and center the voices of underrepresented Americans with roots in the Arab world.

Event Category:

Caucus

Event Organizer & Moderator:

Jameelah Lang is an Assistant Professor at Rockhurst University. Her work appears in the Kenyon Review, Cincinnati Review, Pleiades, & more. She has received awards from Bread Loaf, Sewanee Writers Conference, VCCA, & HUB-BUB. She's a board member for Radius of Arab American Writers (virtual).

Glenn Shaheen is the author of four books, most recently the fiction collection Carnivalia. He teaches at Prairie View A&M University and is the Executive DIrector of the Radius of Arab American Writers (in person).

Event Participants:

George Abraham is a Palestinian American poet. His debut Birthright (Button Poetry, 2020) won the Arab American Book Award and was a Lambda Literary Award nominee. He is a Kundiman fellow, a board member for the Radius of Arab American Writers, and a Litowitz MFA+MA candidate at Northwestern.

Angie Mazakis is a PhD student in creative writing at Ohio University. Her first book of poetry, I Was Waiting to See What You Would Do First, was chosen by Billy Collins as a finalist for the Miller Williams Poetry Prize. She is a former staff member of AWP and is a member of RAWI.

Aiya Sakr is completing an MFA in poetry at Purdue University, where she serves as Poetry Editor for the Sycamore Review. She has a master’s degree in literature and writing from Utah State University. Her poems have appeared in Palette Poetry, Mizna, and elsewhere.

Opening Remarks and Housekeeping Announcements:

We are committed to creating a safe community space that opposes empire, white supremacy, racism, Zionism, patriarchy, homophobia, ableism, and all repressive ideologies that diminish humanity. We are committed to nurturing scholarly and creative writers to create works that aim for liberation, resisting all Orientalizing impulses. With that in mind, we will not tolerate any expressions, gestures, or actions that enforce misogyny, anti-Blackness, anti-Indigeneity, anti-Trans- and Homophobia, hatred against Asian and Jewish communities, or elitism. 

We acknowledge and affirm the sovereignty of the Lenape Nation and people and invite you to learn more about the tribe here: www.lenape-nation.org 

Caucus Discussion Format: 

· Introductions to facilitating organizations: Radius of Arab American Writers + Mizna
· Introduction to each organization.
· Discussion about upcoming initiatives. 

· Priorities, high points, and challenges in the Arab-American literary community
· How to attend to both Arab-American identities and acknowledge our global diasporas.
· How to serve our mid-level and more established writers, and to unify the different levels of writers and artists that we serve?
· How to become more responsive to community needs.

· Break-out rooms:
·  What priorities challenges, and high points exist from our community members’ perspectives within the SWANA literary community? 
· What ideas feel most vital and urgent? 
· How can our guiding organizations serve these ideas and needs?

· Collective discussion: an opportunity to hear from one another. 
