
Event Title: Deep Vellum Presents: First- and Second-Generation Immigrant Writers

Event Description: In 2020, Deep Vellum, a press with its origins in publishing works in
translation, made the decision to publish stateside authors. By happenstance, many of the debut
authors were children of immigrants. Sophia Terazawa, Taisia Kitaiskaia, Mike Soto, Fowzia
Karimi discuss their work and what it means to be American authors publishing alongside works
in translation.

Event Category: Reading & Discussion

Event Organizer: Walker Rutter-Bowman

Event Moderator: Sebastián Hasani Páramo

Event Participants & short bios:

Sebastián Hasani Páramo:  Sebastián Hasani Páramo's work has appeared in New England
Review, TriQuarterly, Crazyhorse, Kenyon Review Online, and elsewhere. He is the founding
editor of The Boiler and Poetry Editor for Deep Vellum. He is a Visiting Assistant Professor of
English at Austin College in Sherman, Texas.

Sophia Terazawa: Sophia Terazawa is the author of WINTER PHOENIX (Deep Vellum) and
two chapbooks, I AM NOT A WAR (Essay Press) and CORRESPONDENT MEDLEY (Factory
Hollow Press), winner of the 2018 Tomaž Šalamun Prize.

Taisia Kitaiskaia: Taisia Kitaiskaia is the author of The Nightgown and Other Poems; Literary
Witches and its companion oracle deck, both in collaboration with artist Katy Horan; and Ask
Baba Yaga: Otherworldly Advice for Everyday Troubles and its follow up, Poetic Remedies for
Troubled Times: From Ask Baba Yaga.

Mike Soto: Mike Soto is a first-generation Mexican American poet and translator. He is the
author of A Grave Is Given Supper, a Narco Acid Western told in a series of interlinked poems,
following the converging paths of two lovers as they navigate the drug war taking place along
the borderlands.



List of Moderator Questions:

1. Deep Vellum, as a press with its beginning publishing work in translation and is now
publishing work in English. What does it mean for you and your work to be on a press
like Deep Vellum?

2. Audre Lorde, a child of Caribbean immigrants, wrote "I can choose only to be or not be,
and in various combinations of myself. And as my breath is part of my breathing, my
eyes of my seeing, all that I am is of who I am, is of what I do. The shortest statement of
philosophy I have is my living, or the word “I.” What is your way of seeing? How do you
see your combinations of selves in your work?

3. From fairy tales, testimonies, to film--each of your collections draws on interesting
inspirations to craft incredible mythologies in your works. Could you describe the
process of writing your books and how these mythologies have prepared you for your
next projects?


