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National Poetry Series Debut Collections: Slow Lightning or Big Bang?

(Amanda Moore, Alexandria Hall, Benjamin Garcia, Teresa K. Miller)

Debut collections chosen for the National Poetry Series represent a unique opportunity for poets
to reach a wide audience from the start, more immediately and effectively connecting them to
the writing community to contribute to the shaping of contemporary literary culture. But is it
possible to prepare for the challenges and opportunities in order to make the most of them? A
panel of 2019 and 2020 winners will discuss their paths to the prize and how it has affected
them and their work.

Introductions and bios

Benjamin Garcia (2019 winner)

Benjamin Garcia’s debut collection, THROWN IN THE THROAT, was selected by Kazim Ali for
the 2019 National Poetry Series (Milkweed Editions, August 2020).

Benjamin Garcia is the son of Mexican immigrants, one of whom is formerly undocumented and
one whose family has lived in New Mexico long before it was claimed by the United States. He
is originally from New Mexico, raised in Texas, and currently lives in New York. He received his
BA from the University of New Mexico and his MFA from Cornell University.

Benjamin works as a Sexual Health and Harm Reduction Educator throughout the Finger Lakes
region of New York. He primarily works in jails and drug treatment programs providing HIV,
Hepatitis C, STI, and Opiate Overdose Prevention related services. He believes that addiction is
a mental health issue, not a criminal one. And he works to help increase healthcare access for
rural and marginalized communities.

He works as a Sexual Health and Harm Reduction Educator throughout the Finger Lakes region
of New York. He primarily works in jails and drug treatment programs providing HIV, Hepatitis C,
STI, and Opiate Overdose Prevention related services. He believes that addiction is a mental
health issue, not a criminal one. And he works to help increase healthcare access for rural and
marginalized communities.

His poems have recently appeared in The Missouri Review, American Poetry Review,
Crazyhorse, and New England Review, among others. His essays have appeared in the Kenyon
Review.

Alexandria Hall (2019 winner)



Alexandria Hall is from Vermont.

Her debut poetry collection, Field Music (Ecco, 2020), was selected by Rosanna Warren as a
winner of the National Poetry Series.

She holds an MFA from New York University and is now a PhD student in Literature and
Creative Writing at the University of Southern California.

She is founder and editor-in-chief of Tele- Magazine.

Her work has appeared or is forthcoming in LARB Quarterly Journal, Narrative, BOAAT, The
Bennington Review, Hobart, and The Yale Review, among others.

She lives in Los Angeles.

Teresa K. Miller (2020 winner)

Teresa K. Miller won the 2020 National Poetry Series with Borderline Fortune (Penguin, 2021),
having previously placed as a finalist with two other manuscripts. A graduate of Barnard College
and the Mills College MFA program, she is the author of sped (Sidebrow, 2013) and Forever No
Lo (Tarpaulin Sky, 2008) as well as co-editor of Food First: Selected Writings from 40 Years of
Movement Building (Food First Books, 2015). Her poems and essays have appeared in
ZYZZYVA, AlterNet, Entropy, DIAGRAM, Common Dreams, Empty Mirror, and elsewhere.
Originally from Seattle, she spent three years as a writer-in-residence at San Francisco’s
Sanchez Grotto Annex and now tends a mini orchard near Portland, Oregon.

Amanda Moore (2020 winner)

Amanda Moore’s debut collection of poetry, Requeening, was selected for the 2020 National
Poetry Series by Ocean Vuong and published by HarperCollins/Ecco in October 2021. Her
poems have appeared in journals and anthologies including Best New Poets, ZZYZVA, and
Mamas and Papas: On the Sublime and Heartbreaking Art of Parenting, and her essays have
appeared in The Baltimore Review, Hippocampus Magazine, and on the University of Arizona
Poetry Center’s blog. She is the recipient of writing awards, residencies, and fellowships from
The Brown Handler Residency, In Cahoots, The Writers Grotto, The Writing Salon, Brush Creek
Arts Foundation, and The Saltonstall Foundation for the Arts.

Poetry Co-editor at Women’s Voices for Change and a reader at VIDA Review and INCH,
Amanda is a high school English teacher and lives by the beach in the Outer Sunset
neighborhood of San Francisco with her husband and daughter.



Round 1
Each panelist will describe their book project and its path toward publication (How did the book
take shape? What was your submission process?). Then they will read 3-5 poems from their
books.

Benjamin Garcia

Alexandria Hall

Teresa K. Miller

Amanda Moore

Round 2
Each panelist will talk about their book launch: publicity, readings and events, emotions, etc.
They will address how the prize (and the pandemic) has affected them and their writing practice,
which and this may include stories/anecdotes and some thoughts about publishing as part of
national context.

*Names of poems and text available onsite

Benjamin Garcia

Alexandria Hall

Teresa K. Miller

Amanda Moore

Round 3
Audience Q &A


