
Tell It From All Sides: Writing a Story with Multiple Points of View 
 

Who: Angie Kim, Jean Kwok, Rebecca Makkai, Julia Phillips, Danielle Trussoni 
 
What: Some stories are told from a single point of view, while others are told by many 
characters who take turns giving us their own (sometimes conflicting) version of events. 
How do you decide when to use multiple perspectives? Which characters should serve as 
narrators? And once you’ve decided on multiple perspectives, how do you create voices 
that are strong and distinct? We will discuss the when, why, and how of writing an 
effective multiple-POV story to deliver a powerful, layered narrative. 
 
Why: Multiple-perspective storytelling allows fiction writers to see through the lenses of 
different characters, explore different timelines, and add suspense. But such structures are 
tricky to get right, requiring smooth transitions between different voices. As a diverse 
group of writers who have written multiple-POV novels across different genres, we can 
share techniques, exercises, and practical strategies learned through our experience for 
nailing this challenging form. 
 
How: The moderator will begin by welcoming the audience and describing the event's 
goals. Each of the five panelists, including the moderator, will take about five minutes 
introducing themselves and their work, focusing on their use of multiple perspectives in 
their novels and stories. The next 30 minutes will be spent in open discussion as the 
moderator asks the other panelists when, why, and how to use this storytelling structure. 
The event will end with a fifteen-minute audience Q&A. 
 
Specific Topics and Qs: 

 Types of multiple POV stories (alternating, omniscient, mixing first/third/second) 
 Benefits of multiple POV (layering, exercise in empathy, illuminate conflict, add 

suspense, explore different timelines) 
 Challenges of multiple POV (reader confusion, need for unique voices, need for 

interesting transition choices) 
 Choice of narrators (how many and which characters?) 
 Special considerations for multiple timelines 
 Writing techniques and exercises 
 Reading recommendations 
 


