
Event outline AWP 2023 
 
Panel: Crip Lyric 
 
Panel Description and Outline: 
 
This panel centers a poetics of queer-of-color disability and chronic illness. How, 
we ask, does cripping our attention to imagination, memory, dream, the senses, 
bodily rhythms and environment, disrupt the unified lyric subject? How 
does crip literary writing convey intense personal emotion and experience while 
attending to social conditions for historical trauma, networks of care, access, and 
collective thriving in a way that the lyric "I" might shift toward a lyric "we"?  
 

• Introduction to the panel theme 
• Gwendolyn Paradice reading 
• Tala Khanmalek reading 
• Kara Dorris reading 
• heidi andrea restrepo rhodes reading 
• Q&A/discussion of themes 

 
 
Panel Category: Mixed-Genre 
 
Panel Organizer: heidi andrea restrepo rhodes 
 
Panel Moderator: heidi andrea restrepo rhodes 
 
Panel Participants:  
 
Kara Dorris is the author of two poetry collections: Have Ruin, Will Travel (2019) 
and When the Body is a Guardrail (2020) from Finishing Line Press. She has also 
published five chapbooks including Carnival Bound [or, please unwrap me] co-
written with Gwendolyn Paradice (The Cupboard Pamphlet, 2020). Her poetry has 
appeared in Prairie Schooner, DIAGRAM, RHINO, Tinderbox, Tupelo Quarterly, 
Puerto del Sol, and Crazyhorse, among others as well as the anthology Beauty is a 
Verb (2011). Her prose has appeared in Wordgathering, Waxwing, and the 
anthology The Right Way to be Crippled and Naked (Cinco Puntos Press, 2016). She 



is an assistant professor of English at Illinois College. For more information, please 
visit karadorris.com.   
 
Tala Khanmalek is a writer, scholar and educator. Her creative writing has been 
featured or is forthcoming in Meridian, Barzakh, BAHR, Indiana Review, 
Zoeglossia’s Poem-of-the-Week, Split This Rock’s Quarry, Academy of American 
Poets Poem-a-Day, and It’s Lit with PhDJ podcast. She is currently an assistant 
professor of gender and sexuality studies at California State University, Fullerton 
and a participant in the Radius of Arab American Writers’ mentorship program for 
emerging writers of Southwest Asian and North African descent. 
 
Gwendolyn Paradice is queer, disabled, and a citizen of the Cherokee Nation. Their 
short story collection, MORE ENDURING FOR HAVING BEEN BROKEN, was Black 
Lawrence Press’ 2019 Hudson winner, and they’re the co-writer of the disability 
flash-fiction chapbook CARNIVAL BOUND (OR, PLEASE UNWRAP ME), authored 
with fellow disability writer and poet Kara Dorris. Their work can also be found in 
BOOTH, CRAB ORCHARD REVIEW, UNCANNY MAGAZINE, FOURTH RIVER, BREVITY, 
and other journals. In addition to creative writing, Gwendolyn is also a folklorist 
and self-professed “speculative fiction aficionado.” When not writing, teaching, or 
reading, you’ll find them watching and playing video games or daydreaming of 
brand-new sentences. They’re currently an Assistant Professor of English and 
Philosophy and reside in western Kentucky. 
 
heidi andrea restrepo rhodes (she/they) is a queer, sick/disabled, 
brown/Colombian, poet, scholar, educator, and cultural worker. A 2023 recipient 
of the Creative Capital Award, she is author of The Inheritance of Haunting 
(University of Notre Dame Press, 2019). Their chapbook, Ephemeral, was the 2022 
winner of the Lorca Latinx Poetry Prize and will be published by EcoTheo Collective 
in 2023. She wants to swim with you in the raucous and joyful possibilities of crip 
poetics and abolition dreams. 
 


