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A Few Resources for Writers over 50  
(not by any means comprehensive) 

Awards 

- The J. Michael Samuel Prize for LGBTQ writers over 50 
https://lambdaliterary.org/awards/special-awards/ 
 

- For writers with minor children at home (some writers over 50 have minor children at 
home) Sustainable Arts Foundation offers generous grants to writers and visual artists  
 

- A new prize for debut writers over 50 by Jenny Brown Associates 
https://www.jennybrownassociates.com 
 
The Karen Cushman Late Bloomer Award for children’s literature writers over 50 

- https://www.scbwi.org/awards/grants/work-in-progress-grants/karen-and-philip-
cushman-late-bloomer-award/ 

 
Artist Residencies  
 

Many are open to older writers, including: 
- Hedgebrook (Whidbey Island, WA) Women-identified writers 

 
- Willapa Bay AiR (Oysterville, WA) Artists of all types and genders 

 
- StoryKnife (Homer, AK) Women-identified writers 

 
- Ragdale (Lake Forest, IL), Francis Shaw Fellowship for a woman-identified writer over 50 

 
Education 
 

- Some low-residency MFAs cater to older writers or welcome students of all ages.  
 

- Writerly Love, a subscription-model writing community run by editor Rachel Thompson, 
offers online classes for members as well as discussion forums, guided writing sessions, 
expert Q&As, etc. (There’s a sliding scale option for classes.) 

Literary Journals 

- Bloom Journal caters to writers over 50. https://bloomsite.wordpress.com/ 
 

- Passager Journal. https://www.passagerbooks.com/our-journal/ 
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Publishers 

- A new publisher aims to celebrate women authors over 50, with plans to publish six new 
novels and memoirs fall 2023. https://sibyllinepress.com/ 
 

- This one could also fall under education – a mentorship by VS Books for a Canadian 
woman of color who is over 50. https://vsbooks.ca/ 

Other Resources 

- A website for women writers and readers that also has a formidable Facebook 
group: http://booksbywomen.org/category/on-writing/ 
 

- Poets & Writers annual “5 over 50” issue 
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