
EVENT TITLE: Accessibility and Inclusivity in Literary Journals: Successes and Failures 
EVENT CATEGORY: Publishing, Editing, and Tech 

  
Event Description: Editors often recognize the importance of being accessible and inclusive, 
but it can be challenging to know the most ethical and effective ways to achieve this. To 
improve, journals must continue successful practices and focus on what work still needs to be 
done. Editors of Ecotone, Kenyon Review, The Georgia Review, The Offing, and Quarterly West 
discuss strategies for being more accessible and inclusive to publish diverse writers, reach a 
wider audience, and maintain diverse mastheads. 

Event Organizer & Moderator:  
Michelle Donahue has fiction published in CutBank, Sycamore Review, Arts & Letters, and 
elsewhere. She is an assistant professor at UNCW, where she teaches publishing and is associate 
editor at Ecotone. She has also been a prose editor at Quarterly West and The Adroit Journal, 
and was managing editor of Flyway: Journal of Writing & Environment. She holds a PhD in 
creative writing from the University of Utah.  
 
Event Participants:  
Matty Layne Glasgow: is the author of deciduous qween. A Metcalf Humanities in the 
Community Fellow at the University of Utah, Matty coordinates the Wasatch Writers in the 
Schools program and served as Managing Editor and Editor of Quarterly West. He's also served 
as Poetry Editor of Flyway. 
  
Crisosto Apache is from Mescalero, New Mexico (US), on the Mescalero Apache Reservation, 
and currently lives in the Denver metro area in Colorado, with their spouse. They are Mescalero 
Apache, Chiricahua Apache, and Diné (Navajo) of the Salt Clan born for the Towering House 
Clan and are Assistant Professor of English at the Rocky Mountain College of Art + Design. 
They hold an MFA in poetry from the Institute of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico and is the Associate Poetry Editor for The Offing Magazine. 
 
Maggie Su holds an MFA in fiction from Indiana University and a PhD in creative writing from 
University of Cincinnati. She is the associate prose editor of The Georgia Review and served as 
assistant editor for Cincinnati Review and Acre Books, fiction editor for Indiana Review, and 
senior reader for Ploughshares. Her work has appeared in TriQuarterly, Juked, DIAGRAM, Mid-
American Review, Joyland, Split Lip, The Offing, and elsewhere. 
  
Nicole Dutton Terrez 's work has appeared in Callaloo, Ploughshares, 32 Poems, Indiana 
Review and Salt Hill Journal. Nicole earned an MFA from Brown University and has received 
fellowships from the Frost Place, the Fine Arts Work Center, Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference, 
and the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts. Her collection of poems, If One Of Us Should Fall, 



was selected as the winner of the 2011 Cave Canem Poetry Prize. She teaches in the Solstice 
Low-Residency MFA Program and is the Editor of the Kenyon Review. 
  
Brief overview of how the panel will work: We wish to generate more of an organic 
conversation among panelists and audience members than a static presentation. The panel will 
begin with a few moderator-lead questions, to which all or some panelists can respond. We hope 
these questions will generate more inquiries from the panelists and the audience, so this outline 
leaves room for this organic discussion. 
 
Introduction:  
Welcome to the panel followed by brief introductions of panelists and the journals they 
work/have worked on (see above bios).  
 

Moderator Questions: 
 
1.) What do you think it means for a magazine to be accessible and inclusive?  
 
2.)  Let’s start with the positive. How have the magazines you’ve worked on succeeded both 
recently and historically in promoting inclusivity and accessibility? Please speak about specific 
practices, initiatives, or philosophies that have aided in this success.  
 
3.)  In what ways has your magazine(s) failed to be inclusive and accessible? What factor(s) have 
made it challenging to succeed in this regard? What does your journal plan or hope to do in the 
future to improve? 
  
4.) As a writer and editor, what other magazines seem to be mostly succeeding in being safe, 
inclusive, and accessible spaces?  
 
5.) What advice would you give to other magazines or those hoping to create a magazine to be 
more inclusive? What advice would you give marginalized writers as they submit and navigate 
the publishing world? Have there been any challenges you’ve faced as a writer or an editor 
because of your background? 
  

<Ample time for audience questions and input> 
 
 


