
EVENT TITLE: Disrupting the Veteran Writer Stereotype: More 
than Males, More than Wars 
 
Event Description: Veterans have often been 
compartmentalized into an artistic corner, as white and male and 
PTSD-stigma-laden, often limiting writing to themes of war or 
hyper-masculine experience. Veterans are more than their 
situations, more than one category. They are a broader range and 
redefining the landscape of war writers. Four exceptional writers 
combine this panel with un-war-like discussion covering the joys 
and pitfalls of breaking through limiting conventions and enriching 
the literary conversation. 
 
EVENT CATEGORY: Discussion Room  
 
Event Organizer & Moderator  
Rebecca Evans: Rebecca Evans is a decorated Gulf War 
veteran. She’s earned two MFAs, one in Creative Nonfiction, the 
other in Poetry. Her work has appeared in Narratively, The 
Rumpus, Entropy Literary Magazine, War, Literature & the Arts, 
The Limberlost Review, and a handful of anthologies. She co-
edited, when there are nine, a tribute to the life and achievements 
of Ruth Bader Ginsburg (Moon Tide Press). Her memoir in verse, 
Tangled by Blood, will be available in March, 2023 (Moon Tide 
Press). 
 
Event Participants 
Abby E. Murray: Abby E. Murray (MFA & PhD) is the editor of 
Collateral, a literary journal concerned with the impact of violent 
conflict and military service beyond the combat zone. Her first 
book of poetry, Hail and Farewell, examines the conflict between 
civilian and military life from a feminist perspective. 
 
Mariette Kalinowski: Mariette Katharine Kalinowski is a former 
Sergeant in the U.S. Marine Corps. She deployed to Iraq in 2005 



and 2008. She earned her MFA in fiction from Hunter College in 
2014. Her story “The Train” appears in Fire and Forget: Short 
Stories from the Long War. She is still working on her first novel. 
 
 
Jan LaPerle: Jan LaPerle’s new book of poetry, Maybe The Land 
Sings Back, was published in Spring 2022 from Galileo Books. 
She completed her MFA from Southern Illinois University. She 
now lives in Kentucky with her husband and daughter where she 
serves on active duty at Fort Knox as an Army master sergeant. 
 
Jacqlyn Cope: Jacqlyn Cope is a writer of poetry and non-fiction. 
She is an 8-year Air Force veteran that worked as an aeromedical 
evacuation mission controller who decided to leave the military in 
2016 to pursue her writing career. She has a BA in English and 
an MFA from Mount Saint Mary’s University in creative writing. 
She currently is the creative non-fiction editor for Collateral 
Journal. Her ultimate aim is to share her experiences as a woman 
veteran through writing while hoping to inspire other women 
veterans to tell their stories too.  
 
Opening Remarks and Housekeeping Announcements  
 
Good afternoon, and welcome to “Disrupting the Veteran Writer 
Stereotype: More than Males, More than Wars.” 
 
Before we get started, a couple of administrative notes: Drew 
Pham is not able to join us because schedule conflicts. We are 
thrilled to be joined by someone who offers (one sentence on 
what Jacqlyn brings to the panel): Jacqlyn Cope. You can read 
her bio and all the presenter bios on the AWP website.  
 
Thank you all for being here. We know you have a lot of panel 
and bookfair options and many of you are jet-lagged and sleep 
deprived, and we really appreciate you spending the next 



seventy-five minutes with us. I hope you’re as excited—and 
maybe even as conflicted (right word?)—by this topic as I am. 
This panel came about under purely selfish reasons. I’d been 
working on two full-length projects, one a memoir in verse (just 
published) the other, a memoir. One circles through my military 
time. The other completely avoids it. I felt like I was splitting 
myself. I also felt like my military memoir might not fare well 
because I’m not a man in hand-to-hand combat. Then I 
remembered that I felt this way while serving my country on 
Active Duty and I wondered how many other veterans who were 
also writers struggled with identity. In life. In writing. I started 
asking myself what it meant to be a writer AND a veteran. But I’m 
not only these labels. I’m a Jew. A mother. A gardener. A worrier. 
And more. I realized the veteran narrative should no longer be 
limited - defined as male or digging trenches or white. I began 
reaching out to voices that I respected who could offer 
perspective on the Veteran narrative—not just veterans, but wives 
of Veterans, editors, soldiers, warriors, active duty, and retired. 
These writers and poets are more than one label and I’m so 
honored to share space with them around this table to hold this 
discussion and disrupt the old stereotype of veteran writers. 
Thank you, Abby Murray, Mariette Kalinowski, Jan LaPerle, and 
Jacqlyn Cope for joining forces and bringing your passion, your 
lens, and your heart to this panel. If you could each introduce 
yourselves and give a brief overview of your personal experience 
with fragmented narratives.  
 
Moderator Opening Question and Participant Initial 
Response:  
 

1) Why are you here and how are you disrupting the veteran 

narrative? 

 
 
Abby Murray:  



● Here to explore reaching impact of military environment on 
those close to military environment but on the margins 

● Influence of military environment on my identity as 
something I guard myself from; it is present everywhere for 
me, but I exist beyond it too 

● Learning not to hide my pacifism or wait to live my life, I 
pursue my own writing and opportunities outside of military 
expectations 

● Read “Wedding March” (short poem from Hail and Farewell) 
● Potentially read excerpts from Collateral poems: “fear of 

reprisal” by Christina Vega or “Elusive Enemy” by Frances 
Wiedenhoeft 

 
Mariette Kalinowski:  

● The larger trend of erasure of women from military history 
(the overall issue of historical accuracy framed by those with 
specific experiences or ideas of “verifiability” and who may 
not be questioned by the establishment; the “canon” of war 
narrative defined by white Euro-centric (colonial) men that 
has been nearly concrete since WWI; the interpretation of 
“combatant” and “noncombatant” by men in power (to 
include the women of the occupied area who find 
themselves fighting/adapting without choice);  

● The denial of sexual autonomy and safety of servicewomen 
(and non-hetero/trans/non-conforming servicemembers) that 
allows men to maintain physical and legal authority over 
those who don’t meet definitions;  

● The need for women and non-conforming identities to 
support each other in craft and publishing, in order to 
undermine the narrative status quo and express the nuances 
of combat experience to the larger public, who experience 
curated examples of war narrative, which further cement the 
erroneous ideas of previous generations; 

● Possible reading from novel in progress, or from personal 
essays about the “canon” of war narrative 



  
 
Jacqlyn Cope:  

● To talk about the idea of erasure and assimilation within the 
military establishment. How the military breaks down a 
person, strips them of their beliefs, and molds them into the 
ideal white American soldier. 

 
Jan LaPerle: 

● To talk about the challenge of stepping in and out of 
identities - a separation of self, never fully submerging into 
the identity of Soldier, but also holding the “otherness” that 
sustains me: poetry, painting, motherhood, my faith. 

● To talk about the way the military teaches the soldier to wear 
armor and see everything as “enemy” versus how I try to pull 
my armor off and see the world as kind and peaceful. 

● To address the need for diverse voices at the table - CEOs, 
Joint Chiefs, cabinets of the US. We need a diversity of 
thought, background, heritage, race, and gender. 

 
Remaining Moderator Questions 
 
Note: We plan to respond to these questions organically, 
including audience involvement. 
  

2) Can you speak to the influence of the military environment 

as it relates to your identity?  

3) How were you able to push past and find a piece of 

yourself?  

4) Can you share some of your work and show us how you’re 

breaking this silence?  

 
Audience Q & A 


