
AWP Panel Outline 
 

EVENT TITLE 
The Digital Sala: Radical Diasporic Filipinx Poetics  

 

 

EVENT DESCRIPTION  
In an effort to build community solidarity, this poetry reading and 

community dialogue convenes Filipinx writers with varied experiences 

in performance, community organizing, education, and academia from 

San Diego, Anaheim, Vancouver, and Chicago. Participants will share 

new works and collaborative manifestos as feminist, queer, anti-

imperialist, anti-colonial, and/or anti-capitalist Filipinx writers in the 

diaspora. 

 

 

EVENT CATEGORY  
Poetry Readings  

 

 

EVENT ORGANIZER AND MODERATOR  
Jason Magabo Perez is the author of This is for the mostless (WordTech 

Editions, 2017) and I ask about what falls away (1913 Press, 

Forthcoming). Perez’s prose and poetry have also appeared in various 

publications such as Witness, The Feminist Wire, The Operating 

System, Faultline, Interim, Marías at Sampaguitas, and Kalfou. Previous 

Artist-in-Residence at Center for Art and Thought (CA+T), Perez 

currently serves as Community Arts Fellow at Bulosan Center for 

Filipino Studies, Associate Editor at Ethnic Studies Review, and is a 

core organizer of The Digital Sala. Perez is Associate Professor and 

Director of Ethnic Studies at California State University San Marcos. 

Perez currently serves as the Poet Laureate for the City of San Diego 

(2023-24).  



EVENT AGENDA  
The moderator will provide a brief historical overview of The Digital 

Sala, the open-ended literary community experiment that brings these 

poets together. Then, each participant will share new individual work 

and/or collaborative work to provide a broad aesthetic and political 

range of contemporary Filipinx poetics. Finally, the participants will 

engage in dialogue about the poetic impulses for their respective 

geographies and communities, and about the future of radical Filipinx 

poetics.   

 

 

EVENT PARTICIPANTS AND SHORT BIOGRAPHIES  
 

Christian Aldana  

Christian Aldana is a queer, multiracial Filipina poet, teaching artist, and 

community organizer currently based in Chicago. She is an estranged 

American – born in LA, but raised in the Philippines and Vietnam before 

returning to the US for university. She is the founder and Creative 

Director of Luya, a poetry organization that centers the voices of people 

of color. She believes deeply in using poetry to build community and to 

educate ourselves about history. Her poetry has been published at 

Injustice Watch and Marias at Sampaguitas. Her performances have 

been featured at the Art Institute of Chicago, the Stony Island Arts Bank, 

Young Chicago Authors, on NPR’s Worldview, and more. When she’s 

not poeming-around you can find her cooking in her PJs, tending to her 

Stardew Valley farm, or subtweeting the patriarchy. 

 

 

Czaerra Galicinao Ucol  

Czaerra Galicinao Ucol is a queer Filipinx writer and educator born and 

raised in Chicago. They recently graduated from New York University 

with a B.A. in Asian/Pacific/American Studies. They are the Programs 

& Communications Director of Luya and a general reader for Marías at 

Sampaguitas. Czaerra is a 2020 Dreamyard Rad(ical) Poetry Fellow, 



with their work appearing in Walang Hiya and Talagang Pinxy. In their 

spare time, they enjoy cooking, listening to crashing waves, and dancing 

to Mitski’s entire discography 

 

 

Hari Alluri  

Hari Alluri is the author of The Flayed City (Kaya, 2017), Carving 

Ashes (CiCAC, 2013) and the chapbook The Promise of Rust 

(Mouthfeel, 2016). An award-winning poet, educator, and teaching 

artist, his work appears widely in anthologies, journals and online 

venues, including Chautauqua, Poetry International and Split This Rock. 

He is a founding editor at Locked Horn Press, where he has co-edited 

two anthologies, Gendered & Written: Forums on Poetics and Read 

America(s): An Anthology. He holds an MFA in Creative Writing from 

San Diego State University and, along with the Federico 

Moramarco Poetry International Teaching Prize, he has received 

VONA/Voices and Las Dos Brujas fellowships and a National Film 

Board of Canada grant. Hari immigrated to Vancouver, Coast Salish 

territories at age twelve, and writes there again. 

 

 

Rachelle Cruz  

Rachelle Cruz is the author of God's Will for Monsters, which won 

an American Book Award in 2018 and the 2016 Hillary Gravendyk 

Regional Poetry Prize. She co-edited Kuwento: Lost Things, an 

anthology of Philippine Myths with Lis P. Sipin-Gabon. The second 

edition of her comics text resource, Experiencing Comics: An 

Introduction to Reading, Discussing and Creating Comics, was 

published in 2021. Her work has also appeared in Poets & Writers 

Magazine, the San Francisco Chronicle, Yellow Medicine Review, 

among others. She currently teaches Genre Fiction in the low-residency 

MFA program at Western Colorado University.  

 
 



POINTS OF DISCUSSION  
 

- The Digital Sala is an independent, virtual, open-ended, flexible, 

transnational, Filipinx literary community experiment, intervention, and 

collaborative. Since April 2020, The Digital Sala has convened writers, 

artists, activists, and scholars for virtual readings, panel discussions, 

artist talks, interviews, strategy sessions, and writing workshops. An 

ever-evolving effort, The Digital Sala has provided space for 

collaborations across various geographies of the Filipinx diaspora. 

 

- Where has The Digital Sala project/community come from? Where is it 

now?  

 

- What brought you to The Digital Sala?  

 

- What how do community-building and radical social movements shape 

your poetics and practice?  

 

- What does solidarity mean in the context of poetry and literary 

community?  

 

- What role does teaching and pedagogy play in your practice?  

 

- Reflect on your work in the context of decolonization, anticolonialism, 

anti-imperialism, abolition, and other movements of liberation.  

 

-Where do we see The Digital Sala going in the future? Where do we see 

Filipinx diasporic poetics and community practice going?  


